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Synonyms: Clofenotane, p,p'-DDT, Chlorophenothane, dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane
IUPAC name: 1-chloro-4-[2,2,2-trichloro-1-(4-chlorophenyl)ethyl]benzene
Molecular Formula:
C14H9Cl5
Molecular Weight: 354.5 g/mol

Pharmacology: Chlorophenothane is a white, odorless and tasteless, very stable, water-insoluble, synthetic, crystalline chlorinated hydrocarbon that is soluble in most organic solvents, fat and oils and tends to accumulate in ecosystems. DDT was once widely used as a pesticide to control insects in agriculture and to control malaria, typhus and body lice, but its use is now limited. Exposure to DDT mainly affects the nervous system resulting in tremors, dizziness, nausea, incoordination, convulsions and seizures. This substance is reasonably anticipated to be a human carcinogen based on evidence of carcinogenicity in experimental animals.

Synthesis: DDT, prepared by the reaction of chloral with chlorobenzene in the presence of sulfuric acid, was first made in 1874; its insecticidal properties were discovered in 1939 by a Swiss chemist, Paul Hermann Müller
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Uses: Pesticides (chemicals used for killing pests, such as rodents, insects, or plants)
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