
Functions of a Fingerprint Bureau 

The main functions of a fingerprint bureau typically involve the collection, classification, comparison, 
and storage of fingerprints for identification purposes. Here are the main functions of a fingerprint 
bureau: 

1. Fingerprint Collection: The bureau collects fingerprints from individuals through various 
means such as ink and paper, electronic fingerprint scanners, or live scan devices. Trained 
personnel ensure the proper collection of fingerprints, which are crucial for accurate 
identification. 

2. Fingerprint Classification: Once collected, fingerprints are classified based on their 
characteristics, such as ridge patterns, loops, whorls, and arches. Trained experts in the 
bureau categorize the fingerprints into different classes to facilitate efficient search and 
comparison processes. 

3. Fingerprint Comparison: The bureau compares the collected fingerprints with existing 
records in its database to identify potential matches. Trained fingerprint experts use 
specialized software and techniques to conduct detailed comparisons, focusing on unique 
ridge patterns and minutiae points. 

4. Fingerprint Identification: When a fingerprint match is found, the bureau aids in the 
identification of individuals. This involves verifying the identity of the person based on the 
fingerprint records and providing relevant information to the requesting agency or 
department. 

5. Database Maintenance: The fingerprint bureau maintains a comprehensive and secure 
database of fingerprint records. This includes organizing, indexing, and updating the 
database regularly to ensure quick and accurate retrieval of information when needed. 

6. Criminal Record Check: The bureau assists law enforcement agencies in conducting criminal 
record checks by comparing fingerprints obtained from crime scenes with existing records. 
This helps identify potential suspects and establish connections between different criminal 
activities. 

7. Expert Testimony: Fingerprint experts from the bureau may be called upon to provide expert 
testimony in legal proceedings. They explain the scientific principles of fingerprint analysis, 
present their findings, and provide expert opinions to assist in criminal investigations and 
court cases. 

8. Training and Research: Fingerprint bureaus often provide training programs to develop 
skilled fingerprint experts. They conduct research and stay updated on advancements in 
fingerprint analysis techniques and technologies to enhance their capabilities and maintain 
high standards of accuracy. 

9. Collaboration and Cooperation: Fingerprint bureaus collaborate with other law enforcement 
agencies, forensic laboratories, and international organizations to exchange fingerprint data, 
share best practices, and assist in cross-border investigations. 

10. Quality Control and Assurance: The bureau implements rigorous quality control measures to 
ensure the accuracy and reliability of fingerprint analysis. This includes regular audits, 
proficiency tests, and adherence to international standards and guidelines. 



 


