
 

 

Principle of Operation of Single-phase AC motors, Both Single 
Phase and Three Phase AC motors. 

Principle of Operation of Single-Phase AC Motors: 

Single-phase AC motors are widely used in various applications due to their simplicity 
and cost-effectiveness. These motors operate on the principle of electromagnetic 
induction, where a rotating magnetic field is created by the interaction of an alternating 
current (AC) and the motor's windings. There are different types of single-phase AC 
motors, including split-phase motors, capacitor-start motors, and shaded-pole motors. 
Although they have different designs, their basic principle of operation remains the same. 

 

The most common type of single-phase AC motor is the split-phase motor. It consists of 
two windings: the main winding and the auxiliary winding. The main winding is connected 
directly to the power source and produces a magnetic field when an AC voltage is 
applied. The auxiliary winding is connected in series with a capacitor and is responsible 
for creating a phase shift between the currents in the main and auxiliary windings. 

 

When the motor is initially energized, the main winding and the auxiliary winding both 
receive current. The current in the auxiliary winding lags behind the current in the main 
winding due to the phase shift created by the capacitor. This phase shift produces a 
rotating magnetic field, which causes the motor to start rotating. Once the motor reaches 
a certain speed, a centrifugal switch disconnects the auxiliary winding, and the motor 
continues to run using only the main winding. 

 

The capacitor-start motor is another type of single-phase AC motor commonly used for 
applications requiring high starting torque. It operates on a similar principle to the split-
phase motor but uses a larger capacitor. The capacitor provides an additional phase shift, 
resulting in a higher torque during startup. Once the motor reaches a certain speed, a 
centrifugal switch disconnects the capacitor from the circuit, and the motor continues to 
run using only the main winding. 

 

Shaded-pole motors are simple and inexpensive single-phase AC motors used in small 
appliances and fans. These motors have a primary winding and a secondary winding, 
which is called the shaded pole. The primary winding is connected to the power source, 
while the shaded pole winding is made of a short-circuited copper ring that surrounds a 
portion of the motor's core. When current flows through the primary winding, a magnetic 
field is induced in the core, but due to the short-circuited copper ring, the magnetic field 
in the shaded pole lags behind. This time lag creates an asymmetrical magnetic field, 
causing the rotor to start rotating. 

 



Principle of Operation of Three-Phase AC Motors: 

 

Three-phase AC motors are widely used in industrial applications due to their higher 
power output and efficiency compared to single-phase motors. These motors operate on 
the principle of a rotating magnetic field generated by three-phase currents flowing 
through the motor's windings. The most common types of three-phase AC motors are 
induction motors and synchronous motors. 

 

Induction motors are the workhorses of industry and are widely used for various 
applications. They consist of a stator, which contains the primary winding, and a rotor, 
which can be either squirrel-cage or wound rotor. When three-phase currents are 
supplied to the stator windings, a rotating magnetic field is created. This rotating 
magnetic field induces currents in the rotor windings or bars. In squirrel-cage motors, the 
rotor consists of short-circuited aluminum or copper bars, which are directly affected by 
the rotating magnetic field. The interaction between the rotating magnetic field and the 
induced currents in the rotor bars produces torque, causing the rotor to start rotating. 

 

Synchronous motors operate on the principle of synchronous rotation, where the rotor 
rotates at the same speed as the rotating magnetic field in the stator. These motors are 
commonly used in applications requiring precise speed control, such as industrial 
machinery and generators. The rotor of a synchronous motor has field windings that are 
excited by a separate DC power source. When three-phase currents flow through the 
stator windings, a rotating magnetic field is created. The magnetic field produced by the 
rotor windings interacts with the rotating magnetic field of the stator, causing the rotor to 
rotate at the same speed. 

 

In summary, both single-phase and three-phase AC motors operate on the principle of 
electromagnetic induction. Single-phase motors create a rotating magnetic field by using 
phase shifts in the windings, while three-phase motors generate a rotating magnetic field 
by the three-phase currents flowing through the windings. These motors play a crucial 
role in various applications, providing mechanical power efficiently and reliably. 


