
History and development of 
fishing craft 



Development of Fishing Craft 

• Definition  
Fishing vessel is a floating device used for fishing activities like, fishing, fish 
transportation, research and training purpose. 
 
Development of fishing Craft 
No one knows exactly how the first crafts were made or when they were 
used. It was certainly in prehistoric times but unfortunately there are no 
remains of these earliest vessels in existence today to tell us anything of 
their construction or the men who made them. Our prehistoric ancestors 
soon found some sort of ‘boat’ essential as a means of crossing rivers and 
navigating inland water ways. Initially the problems would almost certainly 
have been solved by the use of floating logs. Primitive man would sit 
astride the floating tree trunk and either row with his hands or use tree 
branches or pieces of bark as paddles. This crude form of transport was 
improved upon by the development of the stable raft. It consists of several 
tree trunks tied together with strings. This type of boat is called 
“CATAMARAN”.  
 



 



 



 



Factors influencing in fishing craft 
development  

i) Topographical factor 

ii) Geographical and physical influences 

iii) Distance and fishery 

iv) Availability of boat building material 

v) Harbour development 

 



Classification of fishing craft 

a) Based on depth of operation 

b) Size of the vessel and duration of voyage 

c) Construction of hull 

d) Materials used for construction 

e) Based on Gross – Registered Tonnage 

f) Area of operation of the vessel 

g) Based on their function 

h) Non fishing vessel 

 


