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Fishery Resource

Fishery resources have a comprehensive definition

• In general, refer to all animals that predominantly inhabit aquatic 
habitats and are captured by humans (Gartside and Kirkegaard, 2009). 

• Therefore, invertebrates (e.g., mollusks, crustaceans, echinoderms, and 
even sponges) and vertebrates (fishes, amphibians, reptiles, mammals) 
are considered fishery resources, although only fishes and crustaceans 
(i.e., marine lobsters, shrimps, and crabs) are quantified in fisheries 
statistics. 



Fish biodiversity

• 55,000 recognized vertebrate spp globally

• 35797 – Fishes (Slightly more than half)

• 3157 spp (NBFGR, 2020) (11.5% of the fish 
fauna so far known in the world.)

• 1545 spp –marine

• 892 spp freshwater

• 391 spp – brackishwater-marine

• 115 spp – freshwater-brackishwater

• 197 spp – fw-bw-mw

• The estimated number of the fish 

shows 33,059 species in the 

world (Eschmeyer and Fong, 

2014).

• Belonging to 4,494 genera, 515 

families and 62 orders throughout 

the world (Nelson, 2006) 



Aquatic Ecosystem

• 70% of the surface of the earth is covered by water 

• 97% of all water is in the oceans.

• 1% freshwater in the earth's surface 



Ocean

• Two divisions

1. Pelagic realm

2. Benthic realm



1. Pelagic realm





• Intertidal zone

•Sublittoral zone

•Supralittoral zone – spray zone: 0-200m

•Bathyal Zone: 200-2000m

•Abyssal Zone: 2000-6000m

•Hadal Zone: >6000m

Littoral zone

2. Benthic realm



For the administrative purposes-







FAO divided the fishing areas of the world into 19 major marine and 7 major 

inland fishing areas for statistical purposes



Major Inland Fishing Areas for Statistical 
Purposes
01 - Africa

02 – North America

03 – South America

04 –Asia

05 – Europe

06 – Oceania

08 - Antarctica



Atlantic Ocean

18. Arctic Sea
21. Atlantic, Northwest
27. Atlantic, Northeast
31. Atlantic, Western Central
34. Atlantic, Eastern Central
37. Mediterranean and Black Sea
41.  Atlantic, Southwest
47. Atlantic, Southeast
48. Atlantic, Antarctic

Major Marine Fishing Areas for Statistical 
Purposes



51 - Indian Ocean, Western
57 - Indian Ocean, Eastern
58 - Indian Ocean, Antarctic



61 - Pacific, Northwest
67 - Pacific, Northeast
71 - Pacific, Western Central
77 - Pacific, Eastern Central
81 - Pacific, Southwest
87 - Pacific, Southeast
88 - Pacific, Antarctic

Pacific Ocean



























• https://www.fao.org/fishery/docs/maps/Default.htm#PROPOSED

• https://seafoodsourcing.org/fao-fishing-
zone/#:~:text=Search%20Search%20in%20FAO%20FISHERY%20ZONES
%20FAO%20ZONE,%20%20%20%2019%20more%20rows%20
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