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Introduction:
The act provides legal protection of a plant varieties, rights of farmers and plant

breeders and encourage the development of new plant varieties.

Objectives:

 To establish an Effective system for the protection of plant varieties, the rights of

farmers & plant breeders and to encourage the development of new varieties.

 Recognize and protect the rights of farmers in respect to their Contributions made at

any time in:– (i) conserving (ii) Improving & (iii) making available of plant genetic

resources

 Stimulate investment for research and development in both private and public

sectors.

Facilitate the growth of seed industry in the country which will ensure availability of

high quality seeds and planting materials to farmers.





Three streams merged under the act:

Farmer’s 
rights

Researcher’s 
right

Breeder’s 
rights



Registerable plant varieties in India 

 New Varieties: A Variety which is not in public domain in India earlier than one

year before the date of filing or outside India, in the case of trees or vines earlier

than six years or in any other case earlier than four years.

Extant Variety: A Variety which is notified under Seed Act, 1966 or a variety about

which there is common knowledge or a farmer’s variety or any other variety which

is in public domain is considers as an Extant Variety.

 Farmer’s Variety: A Variety which has been traditionally cultivated and evolved

by the farmers in their fields or a variety which is a wild relative or land race of a

variety about which farmers possess common knowledge.

Essentially Derived Variety (EDV): These varieties are predominantly derived

from initial varieties that retains the characters of initial variety and clearly

distinguishable from such initial at least for one trait.



Rights enjoyed by the owner of variety:

• The owner of the protected variety has the following rights:

1. To produce

2. To sell

3. To market

4. To distribute

5. To import

6. To export the variety

Infringement: Section 64

Anyone of the following done

by a person other than the

owner or without his

authorisation/ license.

a. sells, exports, imports a

registered variety.

b. Sells, exports or imports a

variety deceptively similar

to the registered variety.



Who can apply for the registration of a plant variety? 

 Any person claiming to be the breeder of the variety;

Any successor of the breeder of the variety;

 Any person being the Assignee of the breeder of the variety in respect of the

right to make such application;

 Any farmer or group of farmers or community of farmers claiming to the

breeder of the variety;

Any person authorized to make application on be half of farmers and

Any university or publicly funded agricultural institution claiming to the

breeder of the variety.



Registration:

A variety is eligible for registration under the act if it essentially fulfils the criteria of

distinctiveness, uniformity and stability.

So far, the central government has notified 57 crop species for the purpose of

registration.

Office for the registration of plant variety:

The registrar,

Protection of plant varieties and farmer’s rights authority.

Government of India, Ministry of agriculture

NASC Complex, DPS marg, opposite todapur

New Delhi- 110012



Crops covered under the PPV & FR act

• Cereals : Rice, wheat, maize, sorghum, pearl millet, durum wheat, dicoccum wheat.

• Legumes: Chickpea, mungbean, urdbean, field pea, lentil, pigeon pea,

• Fibre Crops : Diploid cotton, tetraploid cotton and Jute.

• Spices: Ginger, turmeric, black pepper, small cardamom.

• Oilseeds : Rapeseeds, mustard, groundnut, soybean, sunflower, safflower, castor, sesame,
linseed, gobhi sarson.

• Sugar crop: sugarcane

• Fodder Varieties : Lucerne, berseem

• Vegetables : Tomato, brinjal, okra, cauliflower, cabbage, potato, onion, garlic, ginger,
turmeric.

• Flowers : Rose, damask rose, periwinkle, orchid and Chrysanthemum

• Fruits: Mango and coconut.









How to apply for Registration?

Two types of application 

forms:

A) New/Extant/Farmer’s 

variety

B) EDV

Applicant has to submit 

to the PPV & FR act the 

duly filled in form along 

with technical 

questionnaire and other 

enclosures.

The applicant has to also 

submit to the authority the 

stipulated amount of seed for 

testing and for keeping in the 

Gene Bank along with the 

prescribed fees.

The DUS test for the identified 12 species which is to start soon 

will be done using the field expertise of the ICAR/SAU system 

which has been funded by the authority

After examining the application form and conducting DUS test the 

eligible variety shall be registered by the authority and a certificate 

of registration shall be issued to the applicant.

Farmers are not to pay any fee to get 

material registered under the Act.



Fees for registration:

• Application for registration of plant varieties should be accompanied with the fee of 

registration prescribed by the authority.

Types of variety Fees for registration

Extant variety notified under 

section 5 of The seed act,1966

Rs. 1000/-

New variety/ Essentially 

derived variety (EDV)

Individual Rs. 5000/-

Educational Rs. 7000/-

Commercial Rs. 10000/-

Extant variety about which 

there is common knowledge

Individual Rs. 2000/-

Educational Rs. 3000/-

Commercial Rs. 5000/-



Duration of protection of a registered plant variety:

• The duration of protection of registered varieties is different for different crops 

which are as follows; 

Type Initial year Extendable 

years

Total 

Field crops 6 9 15

Trees and vines 9 9 18

Extant variety 15 years from the date of notification



Plant variety journal of India:

Authority publishes its official journal “Plant Varieties Journal of India” as a

monthly bilingual publication and made available to public on the first working day

of each month on its website.

The content of journal includes official and public notices, passport data of plant

varieties, DUS test guidelines of crop species, details of certificate of registration

and other related matters.

Certificate of registration:

Applications which have fulfilled all requirements and have been finally accepted by

the registrar for registration were issued certificates of registration.

747 certificates have been issued, out of which 91 have been issued for new

varieties, 633 for extant varieties notified under the seed act, 1966, 22 for farmer’s

variety and 1 for essentially derived varieties.
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