Lobsters

Name Picture

Scalloped Spiny Lobster
Panulirus homarus

Ornate Spiny Lobster
Panulirus ornatus

Slipper Lobster
Thenus orientalis

2. Molluscs
Molluscs are invertebrates, belonging to one of the largest phylum, inhabiting the marine,

freshwater and terrestrial ecosystems. Their body structure, form, colour and size vary
widely. In India, molluscs are captured for food, pharmaceuticals and ornamental purpose
and dead shells are collected for making shell-lime. Molluscs include forms such as bivalves,

univalves and cephalopods, and some of them support both capture and culture fisheries.

2.1. Bivalves

Bivalves as the name suggest are bilaterally symmetrical, laterally compressed molluscs,
with extensive mantle lobes, which secrete the shell having two valves. Majority of bivalves
are marine and a few species are found in freshwater habitats. Nearly 652 species of marine
bivalves are reported from India, of which 88 species are endemic to Indian waters. Clams
are the most important group among bivalves forming 85.8%, followed by Mussels 9.6% and

Oysters 4.6%.




