
 

P5. Application of fertilizers 

AIM- To apply fertilizer in existing pond for stocking. 

Principle 

Fertilization schedule involving both organic and inorganic fertilizers starts 10–15 days prior 

to stocking and is prepared on the basis of nutrient status and chemical environment of the 

pond soil and water. 

 

Procedures 

Fertilizer Application 

Applying fertilizer in ponds to supply the nutrients needed for plant growth is a fundamental 

part of fishpond management. Fish production per unit area can be increased as much as five-

fold by proper application of fertilizer. Fertilizers are classified into two groups: 

Techniques in Fertilizer Application 

1. Apply animal manure in heaps of 20-50 kg at several locations in the pond to prevent 

excessive absorption of dissolved oxygen during decomposition. 

2. Apply inorganic fertilizers in fishponds using the platform method. The platform is a 

table-like structure about 75 sq m positioned with its surface horizontal beneath the 

water surface. Bamboos are excellent for constructing platforms. 

3. Position the platform 15-20 cm below the water surface. Do not place this in corner, 

or in areas shielded from the wind. The platform saves approximately 20-40% of the 

required amount of fertilizer. 

4. Put the inorganic fertilizers by placing them in gunny sacks suspended in the water to 

enable this fertilizer to dissolve gradually thus, providing a continuous supply of 

nutrients for the plankton. 
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