
 
 
 

The process of drug absorption 

 
• Absorption is the transfer of a drug from its site of 

administration to the blood stream 

• The rate and efficiency of absorption depend 

on the route of administration 

• For IV administration, absorption is complete as the 

total dose reaches the systemic circulation 
 

• Other routes result in partial absorption and thus 

lower bioavailability 



 

 


