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Đorđe Ignjatović 
 

THEORIES IN CRIMINOLOGY 
Pravni fakultet Univerziteta u Beogradu, Edicija Crimen, vol. 12, Beograd, 2009. pp.558 

SUMMARY 

In this monograph, the author applied his concept of criminology as the science dealing with 
criminal phenomenon, i.e., the crime, the perpetrator and the victim of crime, criminality, as well as 
the way in which a society reacts to criminal behaviour. That is the reason why he divided all theories 
in criminology into two groups. First, there are theories in criminology in stricto sensu (classical, 
positivistic, theories of social reaction and new criminological theories). In the other group, there are 
theories in victimology and penology, conceived (comprehended) as the criminological disciplines 
(along with the criminology in stricto sensu, they constitute criminology in a broader sense). 

The author sought to place each of the listed theories into their historic context and to explain the 
ideas and perception in criminal law, sociology and philosophy which have had an influence on the 
occurrence and development of criminology theories. The special attention is paid to the analysis of 
their applicability in crime control policy and consequences which their implementation has brought 
about mainly in the work of formal social control bodies. The special attention in the monograph is 
paid to the impact which theoretical schools in criminology have had on present explanation of crime 
and reactions to such behaviour. 

The second part of the book consists of fifty – seven (fifty – eight precisely) texts translated 
mainly from English (as well as French and Italian). As far as the author is concerned, it is the greatest 
collection of translated texts which has been published so far (with the exception of the edition 
Trattato di criminologia ... composed of sixteen books edited by professor Franco Ferracuti during 
1980s). Thereby the rich heritage of theoretical criminology has been made available to readers who 
speak South-Slavic languages, with the intention to strengthen the development of this science in the 
Western Balkans thus. 
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