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16.1. ADRENERGIC ANTAGONISTS
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16.1.1. Introduction .
Adrencrgic antagonists (or adrenergic blocking agents or antn-aidreq
drugs) inhibit the actions of adrenergic drugs. It can also be said that these
inhibit the responses occurring due to the activation of adrenoceptors (effeets
AD, NA. and other sympathomimetic drugs). The anti-adrenergic drugs {se,le:;:‘
block the action of sympathomimetic amines by acting either on the a_-f:

. receptors or on both. Hence, they produce effects opposite to those of
. catecholamines. i.¢., facilitated by the o- ot B- receptors. i 9
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The @- and B-adrenoceptor-blocking agents aie sub-divfided on the basis of the
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). The drugs in these sub-groups are the pharmacol

ial agonists, which act competitively and possess reve
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