
The time and frequency response of a second-order system are closely related and provide 

complementary information about the system's behavior. Here are some notes on the correlation 

between time and frequency response for a second-order system: 

 

Time Response: The time response of a second-order system describes how the system behaves 

over time when subjected to an input. It provides information about the system's transient and 

steady-state behavior. The time response can be obtained by applying an input signal, such as a step 

or impulse, to the system and observing its output. 

 

Frequency Response: The frequency response of a second-order system describes how the system 

responds to different frequencies in the input signal. It provides information about the system's 

magnitude and phase shift characteristics at different frequencies. The frequency response is 

obtained by analyzing the system's transfer function or by applying a sinusoidal input signal with 

varying frequencies and measuring the system's output. 

 

Relationship between Time and Frequency Domains: The time response and frequency response are 

related through the Fourier Transform. The Fourier Transform allows us to analyze the time-domain 

behavior of a system in the frequency domain and vice versa. 

 

Resonant Frequency: The resonant frequency of a second-order system is an important 

characteristic that relates the time and frequency response. It is the frequency at which the system's 

response is maximized or exhibits a peak. In the time domain, the system's output exhibits 

oscillations with a frequency close to the resonant frequency. In the frequency domain, the 

magnitude response has a peak at the resonant frequency. 

 

Damping Ratio: The damping ratio of a second-order system affects both the time and frequency 

response. A higher damping ratio results in faster decay of oscillations in the time domain, indicating 

a faster response to transient inputs. In the frequency domain, a higher damping ratio results in a 

wider bandwidth, indicating a broader range of frequencies over which the system responds 

significantly. 

 

Phase Shift: The phase shift of a second-order system is also influenced by the damping ratio. For 

underdamped systems (damping ratio < 1), there is a phase lag or lead between the input and 

output signals in the frequency domain. The phase shift is maximum at the resonant frequency. 

 



System Stability: The stability of a second-order system can be analyzed in both the time and 

frequency domains. In the time domain, an unstable system exhibits unbounded or growing 

oscillations, while a stable system settles to a steady-state. In the frequency domain, stability is 

determined by the location of the poles of the transfer function. For a second-order system to be 

stable, the poles must have negative real parts. 


