
Edible and 

poisonous 

mushrooms 



Natural mushroom flora contains both edible and

poisonous types and so far no well perfected

technique available to distinguish edible ones from

poisonous ones. Some of the criteria suggested by

mycologist for general classification is given below



Character Edible mushroom Poisonous mushroom 

COLOUR 

SCALES 

SMELL 

COOKING : 

Using silver spoon 

Cooking with onion 

Presence of Latex 

Presence of tough volva 

White or Grey 

Absent 

Pleasant smell 

No change in the color

of spoon No color

change in onion 

Absent 

Absent 

Ornamental 

Present 

Unpleasant smell 

Color of spoon changes 

to black 

Color of onion changes 

to black 

Present 

Present 



NON-EDIBLE MUSHROOM




