








Effects on the Environment

Destroys the slope/hill
Eliminates all vegetation
Buries houses and sometimes entire villages

Weakens the slope and makes it more susceptible
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What causes a landslide?

 Erosion causing
extremely steep slopes

» Powerful earthquakes

» EXcess weight on
unstable soill
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Recent landslides

 Brazil, January 2003, 8 people killed

« March 4, 2003 14 people killed, 400 buried In
Bolivia

« March 19th, 2003 7 people killed, 13 injured, and
20+ missing in Western Columbia
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Click on the red spot to view
the major landslides in India
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What Causes a Mudslide?

Over saturation of soil due to melting snow and/or
heavy rain

Erosion of land by rivers or other water
Open hill sides due to fire

Anything that causes a lack of vegetation and
therefore stability on a slope

Violent storms and blasting of weak slopes will
cause heavy amounts of precipitation to weaken a
slope



Mudslide Damages

B < $1 billion USD in
damages per year

« 50 to 75 deaths
annually (in US)
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