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Dairy farm record keeping 

1. Records provides basis for evaluation of animals. 

2. Helps in selection and culling animals. 

3. Helps in systematic breeding programme for improvement of herd. 

4. Helps in progeny testing of bulls. 

5. Helps in economic feeding of animals. 

6. A necessity for registration in central herd book. 

7. Helps in preparing pedigree and history record of animals. 

8. Helps in detection of abnormal condition with the health of animals leading to loss in body 

weight. 

9. Helps in fixing proper prices of animal meant for purchase and sale. 

10. Helps in better supervision and management of herd. 

11. Helps in ascertaining the income and expenditure (economics) of dairy farm. 

12. Helps in determining cost of milk production. 

13. Helpful in comparing the efficiency of labour and herd with other farms. 

14. To furnish a record of operation for continuous improvement. 

15. To compare the results of different years to determine the degree of profits each year. 

16. To determine the details of farm investment receipt, expenses and net income. 

17. To determine the returns from individual farm enterprise for detecting losses and 

indicating sources of maximum profit. 
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18. To furnish information regarding the quantities of roughages and concentrated fed to 

animals, amount of milk prod, and method used in production to improve efficiency. 

Needed: 

(A) Cattle Section Records: 

1. Daily report registers. 

2. History and pedigree sheet. 

3. Livestock register. 

4. Milk record register. 

5. Milk summary record. 

6. Calf feeding register. 

7. Register for receipt of cattle feeds. 

8. Register for feed consumption. 

9. Breeding and calving register. 

10. Progeny register. 

11. Health registers. 

12. Bull assignment register. 

13. Pregnancy record. 

14. Weight register. 

15. Feed order book. 

16. Concentrate feeding schedule. 

 (B) Farm Section Records: 

1. Labour sheet. 2. 
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3. Machinery and implement book. 4. 

5. Field register. 6. 

(C) General Records: 

1. Ledger. 

2. Muster roll. 

3. Purchase book. 

4. Tractor registers. 

5. Store stock book. 

6. Fodder cultivation record. 

Procedure: 

Students shall make thorough study of each of records maintained in the cattle section, 

in the following systems: 

(a) Bound register. 

(b) Loose leaf system, 

(c) Envelope system. 

Make specimen copies of all the records and make entries from the daily report register. 

An example for making entries in records is as follows: 

A cow no. 501 born on 10-12-2007 gave birth to a female calf No. 405 on 15-2-2011 when 

bred to bull No. 450. She was bred again by bull No. 465 on 25-6-2011. 
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