
Seed Certification in India



Purpose of Seed Certification

• Designed to maintain and make available high 
quality seeds to farmers 

• Ensure physical identity and genetic purity

• Legally sanctioned system for quality control of 
seed multiplication and production



History of Seed Certification

• Field evaluation of seed crop and its certification 
started with the establishment of National Seed 
Corporation in 1963

• Legal status given with the enactment of Seed Act 
(1966) and formulation of seed rules (1968)

• Maharashtra was the first state to establish an official 
Seed Certification Agency (1970) under Department of 
Agriculture



Seed Certification in India

• Karnataka was the first state to establish the Seed 
Certification Agency as an autonomous body in 1974

• Seed certification in India is voluntary but labelling is 
mandatory

• At present 22 states in the country have their own Seed 
Certification Agencies established under the Seeds Act 

• Certification shall be done by the Certification Agency 
notified under Section 8 of the Seeds Act 1966



Objectives of Seed Certification

• Primary objective is to ensure the acceptable 
standards of seed viability, vigor, purity and seed 
health. Other objectives include:
• Systematic increase of superior varieties

• Identification of new varieties and their rapid increase 
under appropriate and generally accepted names

• Provision of continuous supply of comparable material 
by careful maintenance



Seed Certification -
Requirements

• Seed of only those varieties that are notified under 
section – 5 of the Seeds Act 1966 are eligible for 
certification. Other requirements include:

• General requirements:

• Should be a notified variety under section-
5 

• Should be in the production chain and its 
pedigree should be traceable

• Field Standards: includes the selection site, 
isolation requirements, spacing, planting 
ratio, border rows etc



• Seed Standards: Minimum seed certification 
standards have been evolved crop-wise

• Certification shall be done by the Certification 
Agency notified under Section8 of the Seeds Act 
1966

Seed Certification -
Requirements



Legislations for Seed Quality 
Regulation

• Seeds Act – 1966

• Seed Rules – 1968

• Seed (Control) Order – 1983

• New Policy on Seed Development (1988)

• PPV and FRA Act (2001)

• National Seed Policy (2002)

• Seed Bill (2004)


