Seeds Act 1966




The Act

* Awn act to provide for regulating the quality of certain seeds
. for sale, and for matters connected with

* Called ns Seeds Act, 1966
* Extends to the whole of ndia

* The flrst chapter provides for the definitions of the terms used
Ln the Act




The Act

° Definitions given under the Act

. * Agriculture tncludes horticulture
° Certification agency established wnder section €

* Cowntainer means a box, bottle, tin, case, bag
* Kind means one or wmore relateol sPecLes

° Vvariety means a sub-division of a kRind tdentifiable by growth,
5@8&7{, plant, frult, seedl




The Act

° Definitions Conta:
* Seed wmeans any of the following:

* Seeds of food crops ncluding edible ol and seeds of fruits and
veoetables

* Cottown seeds
* Seeds of cattle fodder

* ncludes seedlings, tubers, rhizomes, voots, cuttings,

e i



Central/State Seed Laboratory

The central govt shall after the commencement of the Act to
constitute a Commtttee called the Central Seed Commtttee to
aolvise the central ana state govts

The central govt by wotification shall establish a Central Seed
Laboratory to carry out the functions entrusted

The central govt after consultation with the Committee is of the
oplnion that it s necessary to regulate the quality of seed of any
_ind or variety to be solo for purposes of agriculture, it Mmay,
declave such kind or variety to be a notified variety




Regulation of Quality of Seeds

* The central govt may specity the minbmum Limits of germination and
. pw/’utg with respect to any seeol o{ any thiﬁ@d \/Wietg or kil

* No person shall, himself or by any other person on his behalt, carry on
the business of selling, keeping for sale, offering to sell, bartering or
otherwise supplying any seed of any wnotified kRind or variety unless:

* Such seed Ls Lodentifiable as to its kind or \/W’Letg

* Such seed conforms to the minlmum Limits of germination and purity specified
under section &




Certification Agency

The central/state govt may establish a certification agency for the state
to carry out the functions entrusted to the agency

Any person selling, keeplng for sale, offering to sell, bartering or
otherwise supplying any seed of any wnotified kRind or variety may, it
he desires to have such seed certified by the certification agency for the
grant of a cevtificate for the purpose

The certification agency arter conforming to the mintmum Limits of
germination and purity specified for that seed can grant a certificate




Revocation of Certificate and

Appeal

The certification agency without prejudice to any other penalty to which
the holder of the certificate may be Lliable wnder this Act, the
certification agency may, atter giving the holder of the certificate an
opportunity of showing cause, revoke the certificate

Any person aggrieved by a declsion of a certification agency may
within thirty days on payment of tees as prescribed may appeal to such
authority as may be specified by the state govt

The order of the appellate authority under this section shall be final




Seed Analyst and Seed Inspector

* The state govt may by officlal gazette appolnt persons having
prescribed qualifications to be Seed Analysts and define the arens
. within which they shall exercise jurisdiction

* The state govt may appoint Seed nspectors having the qualifications

* The Seed tnspector shall be deemed to be a public servant within the
meaning of section 21 of the ndian Penal Code and shall be officially
subordinate to such authority as the state govt may specify




Procedure to be followed by the
Seed Inspector

* The seed inspector may take samples from any person selling and send

such sameples for analysis to the seed analyst for the area within which
. such sample has beew taken

* The power conterved by this section tneludes power to break-open any
container tn which any seed of any notified Rind or variety may be
contained or to break-open the door of any premises wherve any such seeol
may be kept tor sale




Restriction on Export and Import

of Seeds

* No person shall, for the purpose of sowiing or planting by any person
(ncluding himself) export or Liaport any seeol of any notified kind or
variety, unless it conforms to the minbmum Limits of germination and
purity specified for that seed wnder section & and its container bears, tn
the prescribed manner, the mark or Label with the corvect particulars

Central govt may recognize any seed certification agency established
Ln any forelgn country, for the purposes of this Act




The Seeds (Amendment) Act, 1972

sSub-clause namely: “Jute Seeds” was inserted Ln clause 11, of section 2
of the Seeds Act 1966

lnsertlon of new sectlons SA and S€
° QA The Central Seed Certification Board

*  The central govt shall establish a Central Seed Cevtification Board (heveafter veferved
to as the Bovad)

° g€ Secretary and other officers

* Central govt shall appolnt a person to be the Secrvetary of the Board to provide the
Board with such technical and other staff




The Seeds (Amendment) Act, 1972

° Amendment of Section 9: tn subsection (3) the following to be added:

* “Provided that such standards shall not be Lower than the minbmum Limits of
germination and purity specified for that seed under clause (a) of section &

* Amendment of section 25: the followiing clause shall be inserted

* “The standards to which seeds should cow{wm”




