
SEED RULES 1968



SEED RULES PROVISIONS

• Preliminary Section(Part I) provides for definition of 

various terminology

• Section means a section of the Act

• “certification sample” means a sample drawn by a 

certification agency established under section 8 or 

recognized under section 18 of the act

• “certification tag” means a tag or label of certain 

design to be specified by certification agency 



PART I - DEFINITIONS

• “complete record” means the information which relates to 

the origin , variety, kind, germination and purity of seed 

offered for sale, sold or otherwise supplied

• “service sample” means a sample submitted to the 

Central/State Seed Laboratory 

• “treated means that the seed has been subjected to an 

application of a substance or process in a manner to 

control/repel certain disease organisms, insects



SEED RULES PROVISIONS
• Part II Central Seed Committee functions

• Advise the central and state on the suitability of seed testing 

laboratories

• Recommend the procedure and standards for certification, 

testing  and analysis

• Part III Central seed laboratory functions

• Initiate testing programmes in collaboration with the State Seed 

Laboratories

• Collect data continually on the quality of seeds in the market



CERTIFICATION OF SEEDS

• Part IV Seed certification agency functions

• Maintain a list of recognized breeders of seeds

• Outline the procedure for submission of application, 

and for growing, hrvesting, processing, storage, and 

labelling of seeds intended for certification 

• Maintain a list of recognized breeders of seeds

• Take sample and inspect seed lots produced

• Inspect seed processing plants to ensure that strict 

procedures are in place to prevent contamination



SEED RULES PROVISIONS
• Part V (Marketing or Labeling Rules)

• Seed of a notified kind or variety is offered for sale under 

Section 7, each container shall be marked or labelled

• Contents of the label include:

• Statement of the net content in terms of weight

• Date of testing

• If the seed in the container has been treated

• Name and address of the person who offers for sale

• Name of the seed as notified under section 5 of Act



SEED RULES PROVISIONS

• Part VI – Requirements

• To be complied with by a person carrying on the 

Business referred to in Section 7:

• No person shall sell the seed after the date recorded 

on the container, mark or label

• No person shall after, obliterate or deface any 

mark or label attached to the container of any seed

• Shall keep a complete record of each lot of seed sold 



CLASSES AND SOURCES OF 
CERTIFIED SEED

• Certified standards in force are Indian Minimum Seed 

Certification Standards 

• Breeder Seed – Seed directly controlled by the breeder that is 

genetically pure and is not for public sale and is supplied with 

Breeder’s golden yellow tag

• There shall be three classes of certified seed namely:

• Foundation Seed  (WHITE)– Shall be the progeny of breeder’s 

seed or produced from foundation seed 

• Production will be supervised and approved by a Seed 

Certification Agency

• Has to maintain specific genetic purity and identity and shall 

be required to meet certification standards
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CLASSES AND SOURCES OF 
CERTIFIED SEED

• Registered Seed (PURPLE):

• Shall be the progeny of foundation seed that has to 

maintain its genetic identity and purity 

• Certified Seed (BLUE):

• Shall be the progeny of registered or foundation seed 

that is so handled to maintain genetic purity and 

identity 

• Can be the progeny of certified seed provided this 

reproduction may not exceed three generations



PART VIII 
CERTIFICATION OF SEEDS

• Application for the Grant of a Certificate under 

subsection (1) of section 9 in Form 1

• A fee of Rs. 25 in cash to be paid 

• Every certificate granted under sub-section (3) of section 

9 shall be in Form II 

• Coloured certification tags to be attached to each 

container of the certified seed



PART VIII 
CERTIFICATION OF SEEDS

• The holder of the certificate shall  keep record of the details 

of each lot of the seed

• The holder shall allow the Seed Inspector to inspect all 

registers and records

• The holder of the certificate shall comply with the 

provisions of the Act and the rules and the directions 

given by the certification agency



PART VIII - APPEALS

• Every memorandum of appeal under sub-section (1) of 

section 11 shall be in writing and shall be accompanied 

by a copy of the decision of the certification agency

• Every appeal to be accompanied by a treasury receipt for a 

sum of Rs. 100

• The appellate authority shall follow the Court procedure 

under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (5 of 1908)



PART IX – SEED ANALYSTS 
AND SEED INSPECTORS

• Seed Analyst:

• Qualification – Bachelor’s/Master’s in Agril

• Shall analyze the samples  according to the provisions of 

the Act

Seed Inspectors:

• Graduate in Agriculture

• Inspect as frequently all places used for growing, storage, 

sale of any seed

• Investigate any complaint which may be made to him 

• Maintain a record of all inspections



PART X – SEALING, DESPATCH
AND ANALYSIS OF SAMPLES

• Samples of any seed of any notified variety for the 

purpose of analysis shall be taken in a clean dry 

container 

• All containers containing samples for analysis shall be 

properly labelled

• All samples of seeds sent for analysis shall be packed, 

and sealed 



PART XI – MISCELLANEOUS

• Records – The following records shall be maintained:

• Stock record of seed

• Record of the sale of seeds

• Form of Memorandum – The memorandum to be prepared 

under subsection (4) of section 14 shall be in form VIII






