
THE SEED 
AMENDMENTS AND 
SEED CONTROL ORDER 
1983



AMENDMENTS TO THE 
SEED ACT/SEED RULES

• The Seeds (Amendment) Rules, 1972

– Inclusion of “Jute Seeds” to the Seeds Act

– Establishing Central Seed Certification Board with 

membership period given for two years

– Board to be empowered for fixing minimum 

standards

• Seed should not just meet a minimum limit of 

germination and purity as given in Seed Act 

1966, but should meet a prescribed standard 

provided that the standard is not lower than the 

minimum limits



AMENDMENTS TO THE 
SEED ACT/SEED RULES

• The seeds (amendment) Rules, 1973

– Powers of the appellate authority were modified –

judicial powers provided were omitted

– Seed Testing Manual published by ICAR has to be 

referred by the seed analysts

– Amendment was made to report the seed testing 

result within 30 days after receipt of the sample

– State government to be empowered to assign duties 

to seed inspector



AMENDMENTS TO THE 
SEED ACT/SEED RULES

• The Seeds (Amendment) Rules, 1974

–More powers conferred on seed inspector during crop 

failure

– Inspector to investigate cause of failure by sending 

seed samples for analysis

– Inspector empowered to take action against the 

supplier if the crop failure is found to be due to low 

seed quality and not meeting the minimum 

standards



AMENDMENTS TO THE 
SEED ACT/SEED RULES

• The Seeds (Amendment) Rules, 1981

– Indian Minimum Seed Certification Standards 

published by the Central Seed Committee to be 

referred to for certification

– Indian Minimum Seed Certification Standards is 

commonly called as Blue Book



SEED CONTROL ORDER 
1983

• Background

–Ministry of civil supplies through an order had 

declared the seed for sowing/planting materials of 

food crops, fruits, vegetables, cattle fodder and jute to 

be essential commodities 

– Followed by the issue of Seed (Control) order which 

deals with central governments power to control and 

regulate production, supply and distribution of 

essential commodities



SEED CONTROL ORDER 
- PROVISIONS
• Issue of license to dealers – All persons carrying on the 

business of selling, exporting and importing seeds 

should conduct business in accordance with the license 

granted to him by obtaining Form A 

• Every license under this order is valid for three years 

form the date of its issue unless previously suspended or 

cancelled



SEED CONTROL ORDER 
- PROVISIONS

• License to be renewed before the date of expiry

• Dealers to display stock and price list

– Opening and closing stocks on daily basis

– List indicating prices of different seeds

– Dealers to give memorandum (cash or credit) to 

purchaser of seeds

– Dealer can be directed to sell/distribute seeds in 

public interest



SEED CONTROL ORDER 
- PROVISIONS
• Enforcement Authority

– State govt may appoint such number of persons to be 

inspector/s and define the area of such inspector’s 

jurisdiction through notification 

– Inspector may require any dealer to give any 

information regarding purchase, storage and sale of 

seeds 

– Draw samples and send to a lab for analysis

– Dealer to cooperate with the inspector in providing 

information for enabling him to exercise his power



SEED CONTROL ORDER 
- PROVISIONS

• Time Limit for Analysis

– Lab to submit the analysis report within 60days 

from the date of receipt of the sample

– Licensing authority to give an opportunity to the 

dealer to be heard/suspended/cancel the license on 

grounds of mis-representation of a material in 

particular or contravention in provision of the order



SEED CONTROL ORDER 
- PROVISIONS

• Appeal

– Any person aggrieved by an order 

– Refusing to grant/amend/renew the license

– Appeal within sixty days from the date of the order 

to such authority as the State Govt may specify and 

the decision of such authority shall be final



SEED CONTROL ORDER 
- PROVISIONS

• Amendment of license

• The licensing authority many amend the license of 

the dealer

• Maintenance of records and submissions of returns

• Dealer shall maintain books/accounts/records 

relating to his business as directed by State Govt

• Dealer to submit monthly return relating to his 

business for the preceding month in Form D to the 

licensing authority








