
Plants, Fruits, and Seeds Order 
1989



New Policy on Seed 
Development (1988)

– Formulated to provide access to the best available 

seeds and planting materials of domestic as well as 

imported to farmers

– Permits the import of selected seeds Crops, pulses, 

coarse grins, vegetables, flowers under Open General 

License (OGL)

– Evaluation of traits – yield, pest resistance to be 

done within 3 months of harvest

– Private seed companies to register with NSC before 

importing the seeds



Plant, Fruits and Seeds 
Order (1989)

– Regulation of Import into India Order

– Provides for regulations during import based on 

post entry quarantine checks

– Post entry quarantine facilities shall be 

established that permit release by Designated 

Inspection Authority

– Import of any form of seed for 

sowing/consumption should carry a permit and 

the import shall be through specified customs 

station inspected by the Plant Protection Advisor



Plant, Fruits and Seeds 
Order (1989)

– Amendments made during 1998, 2000, and 

2001 with the liberalized trade and WTO

– The order is now replaced with Plant Quarantine 

(Regulation of import into India) Order, 2003

– Widened the scope of plant quarantine activities 

– Prohibits import of commodities contaminated 

with weeds, and alien species and packaging 

material of plant origin



Plant Quarantine Order 
2003

– No plants, plant products and other regulated articles 

(hereinafter referred to as “consignment”) shall be 

imported into India without complying the phytosanitary

conditions stipulated under this Order. The order shall 

regulate import of all plants, plant products and other 

articles including but not limited to seeds/grains, pods, 

nuts, fruits, bulbs, tubers, corms/cormlets, rhizomes, 

suckers, cuttings, grafts, saplings, bud woods, roots, 

rootstock, flowers, pollens, dry plant materials, timber, 

wood, logs, tissue culture plants, soil, earth, clay, sand, 

peat/moss, live insects, microbial culture, bio-control 

agents, transgenic plants and genetically modified 

organisms etc., 



Plant Quarantine Order 
2003

– Phytosanitary certificate according to Plant 

Quarantine requirements has to be provided so 

as to prevent spread of psts

– Pest risk analysis during post entry 

quarantine is mandatory

– Import of germplasm has to be permitted by 

NBPGR (National Bureau of Plant Genetic 

Resources)



Plant Quarantine Order 
2003

– A list of 590 quarantine pests and 61 

weed species have to be declared under the 

order

– Notified entry points for imports have 

been increased compared to PFS order 

1989








