National Seed Policy 2002



Objectives of the Policy

> Slobalization has opened up new challenges and
opportunities, hence a need for efficlent
regulatory policy

> Provide for provisions of an approprinte climate
for the seed ndustry to utilize available options
while safeguarding the tnterests of tndian
farmers

> Policy encompassing quality assurance
mechanlsms



Thrust Areas

» varietal devetopmewt and Protection

» (ntellectual propevtg pmt@c‘c’ww anol stimulate
Lnwvestiment tn RED

> Plant varieties § Farmer’s Rights Protection
(PVP) Author’utg to be established

> The rights of farmiers to save, use, exchange,
share or sell farm produce of all varieties will
be protected with the provision that farmers
shall not be entitled to sell branded seed of o
protected variety wnder the brand noame



Varietal Development and
Protection

> Farmers/village communities will be
rewarded for stgnificant contribution in

evolution of a plant va rlety gubject to
reglstration

» Contribution of traditional knowledge to be
highlighted through suitable Lncentives

> if required, the PVP can resort to mandatory
Licensing of a protected variety in public
interest, if the propagating wmaterial of o
varlety ts not meeting the requirements of
the farming community



Seed Production

> Public sector Seed Production Agencies to have
free access to breeder seed wnder the National
Agriculture Research System

P> State Agril Universitles/ICAR tnstitutes to have

the primary responstbility for production of
breeder seedt

> Special attention to be given to upgrade the
quality of tarmer’s saved seeds through
Lnterventions such as the seed Village Scheme



Seed Production

> Department of Agriculture, Cooperation §
Farmers Welfare (DAC)n consultation with
ICAR ana states will prepare a Natiownal Seedt
Map for Ldentifying potential areas for seed
production of specific crops

P Seed Banks will be set up tn non-traditional
aveas to meet the demands during calanities

P Seed minikits of ploneering seed varieties to be
supplied to the farmers



>

>

Quality Assurance

The Seeds Act to be revised to regulate the sale,
export, and Limport of seeds

The National Seeds Board (NSB) to be
established tn place of the existing Central Seed
Commmittee and Central Seed Certification Board

The board to undertake registration of
Rinds/varieties of seeds that ave to be offered for
sale bn the market on the basts of parameters for
establishing value for cultivation and

usage (VCW) through testing



Quality Assurance

> The NSB will prescr’ube Ll stanoaros
for: germination, genetic chavacteristics,
pl/%s’wat pw’utg, seed health

> Seed Testing factlities to be establisheo to meet
the quality assurance requirements for export of
seeds L com{ormltg with ISTA (International
Seed Testing Assoctation) and Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) seed certification programmes



Seed Distribution and
Marketing

> A Natltonal Seed Grid to be established as a
data-base for monttoring of information on
requirement of seed

> Distribution and marketing of seed of any

varitety for the purpose of sowing and planting
will be allowed only if the satd variety has been
registered by NSB

> NSB can direct a dealer to distribute seeds tn a
specified avena bn the interest of the public



Infrastructure
Facilities

> Natlonal Seed Research and Tratning Center
will be set up to tmpart tratniing and build a
enowledge base tn vartous disciplines of the seed
sector

P State Govt or NSB L consultation may
establish Seed Certification Agencles

> Approprinte systems to be established for
effective execution and tmplementation of the
Olbjectives and provisions of the Seeds Act



Transgenic Plant
Varieties

> All bloengineered varieties will be testeol for
environment and biosafety before commerciol
release as per Environment Protection Act (EPA)
1986

> Seeds of transgenic plant varieties for vesearch
purposes will be tmeportea only through National
Bureau of Plant Genetle Resources (NBPGR) as
per EPA, 1986



Transgenic Plant
Varieties

> The performance of the transgenic plant variety
will be monlitored for at least 2-5 years by
Ministry of Agriculture/State Sovt

> Transgenic varieties can be protected wunder PVP
legislation

> Transgenic material can be tmported only with
the approval of the Genetic Engineering
Approval Committee (GEAC) set up under EPA,
198¢



Import of Seeds and
Planting Material

> Objective of the bimport policy is to
pm\/u){e suqserlor plo kg material

P Strict quarantine procedures to be
followed while bmporting to prevent
the entry of exotle pests diseases

> Pervit to be gramted by the Plant
Protection Anvisor to GO



Import of Seeds and
Planting Material

P Seeds and planting material tmported
will have to meet mintmum seeot
standards of seed health, germination,
genetic ana physieal purtty

> A small sample of the timported seed to be
maoe avatlable to the Gene Bank

> Constgmnments will go through
guarantine checks whiteh tnclude visual
Lnspection, Labomtorg Lnspection,
fumigation and grow out tests



Export of Seeds

> Export policy to encourage custom
production of seeds for export

» Establishment and strengthening of Seedls
Export Promotion Zones

> Creation of data bank to provide
Lnformation about the tnternational market
and on export potmtlat

> Testing and cevtification facilities will be
established L cow{ormltg with tnternational
standards



Promotion of Domestic
Seed Industry

> (ncentives given to the seed tndustry for
producing superior quality seeas

> Specifle efforts to be divected towards
Lmproving the quality of farmers seeds

> Flnancial support through NABARD,
Commerclal Banks, amnd coopemt’wes

> Tax rebates on the expenditure tncurred
for n-house RED of new varieties



Strengthening of
Monitoring System

> The Department of Agriculture and
Cooperation (DAC) will supervise the
overall tmplementation ano wonttoring
of the Natlonal Seeds Policy

> Physical nfrastructure and technical
capacity to be augmented for
Lmplementation of Seeds Act, PVPEFR

> Capactty building tneluding National
and (nternational tratning ano
pa rtlcﬁpatiom LA SEVALIAA rs/wwl@gmps



