
Seed Bill 2004



Seeds Act 2004

To provide for the quality of seeds for sale, 
import and export and to facilitate 
production and supply of seeds of quality 

This Act to be called as the Seeds Act, 2004 
(replaces Seeds Act 1966)



Central Seed Committee
A Central Seed Committee to be constituted 

with headquarters at New Delhi

A committee may by notification specify:

The minimum limits of germination, 
genetic and physical purity, and seed 
health 

The mark/label on the packet to indicate 
that such seed conforms to the standards



Committee may appoint as many other Sub-
Committees including one on Seed Certification 

Every State govt shall establish a State Seed 
Committee to advise the committee on 
registration of regional or local seeds of any 
kind or variety

Advise the state govt on registration of seed 
producing units, seed processing units and 
horticultural nurseries

State Seed Committee



A register of all kinds and varieties of seed to be called the 
National Register of Seeds shall be kept by the Registration 
Sub-Committee wherein all specifications, as prescribed shall 
be maintained

No seed of any kind shall for the purpose of sowing or 
planting by any person, be sold unless such seed is 
registered under sub-section (2)

Special provisions for registering transgenic variety – no 
seed of any transgenic variety shall be registered unless the 
applicant has obtained clearance in respect of the same

Registration of the Seed



The Registration Sub-Committee may cancel any 
registration granted under section 13/15 

The Committee, may for conducting trials to assess the 
performance, accredit centers of the ICAR, SAU’s and 
such other organizations fulfilling the eligibility 
requirements as may be prescribed 

No producer shall grow or organize the production of 
seed unless he is registered as such by the State Govt

No person shall maintain a seed processing unit unless 
such unit is registered by the State Govt

Registration of the Seed



No person shall himself, or by any other person on its 
behalf carry on the business of selling, keeping for sale, 
offering to see, bartering, import or export or otherwise 
supply any kind of seed of any registered kind/variety

The central govt may, by notification establish a 
Central Seed Testing Laboratory to carry out the 
functions entrusted 

The central and state Seed testing laboratories shall 
have as many Seed Analysts as considered necessary

Central and State Laboratories 



The provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, 
or in relation to the State of Jammu and Kashmir, the 
provisions of any corresponding law in force in that 
State, shall so far as may be apply to any search or 
seizure made under the authority of a warrant issued 
under section 94 of the said code

All import of seeds shall be subject to the provisions of 
the Plant Quarantine (Regulation of import into India) 
Order, 2003, or any corresponding order made under 
section 3 of the Destructive Insects and Pests Act, 1914

CPC and Import of Seeds



The central govt on the advise of the committee restrict 
by notification, the export of seeds of any kind or 
variety if it is deemed that such export may adversely 
affect the food security of the country

If any person contravenes any provision of this Act, 
shall on conviction, be punishable – with fine which 
shall not be less than five thousand rupees but which 
may extend to twenty five thousand rupees

Export of Seeds



The Seeds Act, 1966 was repealed

Provided further that, subject to the first provison and 
any saving provisions made elsewhere in this Act 
anything done, any action taken, any rule made, any 
notifications or orders issued under the provisions of 
this Act, be deemed to have been done, taken, made or 
issued under the corresponding provisions of this Act, 
and shall continue to be in force accordingly, unless 
and until expressly or implied repealed by any thing 
done, action taken, rules made or, notification or orders 
issued under this Act 

New Policy


