4.12 SAMPLING
PSRs may leave samples of product. ‘In o, de
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= Enable the patients to have instant access to therap

time. |
Enable the patients to try a drug bef&re_ they acquire a quantity required for complete
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therapy (of acute diseases) or make a decision to start a certain therapy (of chroni
conditions), with possible therapy adjustments.

®  Provide the patient’s with short-term ‘financial aid’ by providing a certain quantity of

the drug free of charge. Burns (2005) argues that very often PSRs use the possibility of

handing out samples to access the physicians.
That is, in order to use samples rationally, companies must monitor and measure the degree

to which physicians respond to received samples by changing their habits in prescribing
pharmacological therapies. McGuire refers to a study published in America n Journal of
Medicine, which claims that samples significantly change physicians’ drug prescribing

patterns. At the moment when they run out of samples, they continue to prescribe this

medicine, rarely going back to the drug they used to prescribe, or an alternative therapy. The
study concludes that the logic of samples is dominated by the producers’ intention ©
introduce new, expensive drugs into practice, and that the short-term positive financial effect
for the patients who receive them is negligible. One of the objective problems debated in the




