UNCITRAL Model law on Electronic Commerce
The UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Commerce is a model legislative framework developed by the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL). It provides guidance and a template for countries to enact laws that facilitate and support electronic commerce, electronic transactions, and the use of electronic signatures. The Model Law aims to harmonize legal approaches across different jurisdictions and promote the use of electronic communications in international trade. Here are some key features of the UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Commerce:
1. Legal Recognition of Electronic Records: The Model Law establishes the legal recognition of electronic records and communications. It ensures that electronic records have the same legal effect and enforceability as their paper-based counterparts, recognizing that information in electronic form should not be denied legal validity solely on the grounds of being in electronic form.
2. Electronic Signatures: The Model Law provides a framework for the use of electronic signatures in electronic transactions. It establishes that electronic signatures, when properly implemented, should have the same legal validity and enforceability as handwritten signatures. The Model Law recognizes the importance of reliable methods of electronic signature authentication and provides guidance on their use.
3. Electronic Contracts: The Model Law supports the formation and validity of electronic contracts. It establishes that contracts should not be denied legal effect solely because they are concluded electronically. The Model Law provides a foundation for the enforceability and validity of electronic contracts, including contract formation, offer and acceptance, and the determination of the parties' intent to be bound.
4. Data Messages and Electronic Records: The Model Law addresses the use of data messages in electronic transactions. It establishes that information in the form of data messages, such as emails or electronic documents, should not be denied legal effect solely on the grounds that it is in electronic form. The Model Law recognizes the integrity and reliability of data messages as electronic records.
5. Cross-Border Electronic Transactions: The Model Law includes provisions that facilitate cross-border electronic transactions. It aims to remove legal barriers and promote international trade by addressing issues such as the determination of the place of business in electronic transactions, the recognition of electronic communications, and the use of electronic signatures across different legal systems.
6. Privacy and Data Protection: While the primary focus of the Model Law is on electronic commerce and transactions, it acknowledges the importance of privacy and data protection. The Model Law recognizes the need for appropriate security measures to protect the confidentiality and integrity of electronic records and personal information.
7. Legal Framework for Electronic Commerce: The Model Law serves as a comprehensive legal framework for electronic commerce, providing guidance on a wide range of issues, including electronic contracting, electronic payment systems, consumer protection in electronic transactions, and liability of service providers.
The UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Commerce has been widely adopted by many countries as the basis for their domestic legislation on electronic commerce and electronic transactions. It provides a foundation for harmonizing legal approaches, promoting international trade, and facilitating the growth of electronic commerce in a global context.

