What is File Sharing?

* Simply put:
Sz

‘the process of sharing of files over a
d or Peer-to-Peer (P2P) network, via

gh profile peer—tﬂ-peer (PZP) networks, as these
have received the most coverage in the media in recent
years.



Examples of Popular File Sharing
Sites and Networks

m BitTorrent

minimewval




What is legal/illegal file sharing?

* So the key points here that differentiate legal and illegal
file sharing are copyright and permission.



One to Many

The most common example of file sharing is the WWW
itself. Using a client/server model, many users/visitors
are delivered content from a central server.

Examples: Web pages, YouTube, Flickr.




Peer to Peer (P2P)

* In this decentralised model, individual computers can
send and receive files directly to each other without the
need for a centralised server.

* Examples: Napster, LimeWire, Kazaa.




BitTorrent

A newer decentralised approach where every computer
in the network can send and receive parts of files from
multiple others. This is faster and puts less demands on
the ‘host’ or ‘peer’. It creates a true sharing network.

s: BitTorrent, The Pirate Bay, Torrent Spy




How is it used/misused?

* Arecent arhe!e in The Ausrmﬁan regarding resaarm fram a




What impact does it have?

* Financial: According to a recent article from BBC News,

We now have a generation of people, of which a 'l'a:"rgé %
are comfortable breaking the law, and see illegal file
sharing as legitimate and acceptable.



