
CHAIN OF CUSTODY 

 

The chain of custody refers to the chronological documentation of the handling, control, and transfer 

of evidence from the moment it is collected until its presentation in court. Establishing and 

maintaining a secure and unbroken chain of custody is essential to preserve the integrity and 

admissibility of evidence in legal proceedings. 

Importance of Chain of Custody: 

1. Establishes Authenticity: The chain of custody provides a documented trail that proves the 

evidence is the same as when it was initially collected. This is crucial in establishing its 

authenticity and reliability in court. 

2. Demonstrates Integrity: By maintaining a clear and unbroken chain of custody, it 

demonstrates that the evidence has not been tampered with, contaminated, or mishandled, 

ensuring its integrity throughout the process. 

3. Ensures Admissibility: A properly maintained chain of custody increases the likelihood of the 

evidence being admitted in court. It helps establish that the evidence is relevant, reliable, 

and free from undue influence. 

Key Steps to Maintain the Chain of Custody: 

1. Initial Documentation: 

• When evidence is first collected, it is important to document the date, time, and 

location of the collection. The person collecting the evidence should also be 

identified and recorded. 

2. Packaging and Labeling: 

• Each item of evidence should be properly packaged in a separate container or 

packaging to prevent cross-contamination. The packaging should be sealed, and a 

unique identifier, such as an evidence tag or barcode, should be placed on each item. 

3. Documentation of Transfers: 

• Whenever evidence is transferred between individuals or locations, it must be 

documented. The documentation should include the date, time, location, and the 

identities of the individuals involved in the transfer. 

4. Chain of Custody Form: 

• A chain of custody form accompanies the evidence throughout its journey. This form 

serves as a written record of each transfer, documenting the details of custody, 

including names, dates, times, and locations. The individuals handling the evidence 

at each stage should sign and date the form. 

5. Secure Storage: 

• Evidence should be stored in a secure and controlled environment to prevent loss, 

tampering, or contamination. This may include a locked evidence room, a designated 

storage facility, or specialized storage containers. 



6. Limited Access: 

• Access to the evidence should be limited to authorized personnel directly involved in 

the investigation or analysis. Strict protocols should be in place to control and 

monitor access to the evidence storage area. 

7. Monitoring and Documentation: 

• Regular monitoring and documentation of the evidence are essential. This includes 

periodic checks to ensure the evidence is secure, intact, and properly stored. Any 

handling or analysis of the evidence should be documented, including the names of 

individuals involved and the purpose of the activity. 

8. Forensic Analysis: 

• If the evidence requires forensic analysis, it should be transferred to the appropriate 

forensic laboratory following established protocols. The transfer should be 

documented, including the details of the transfer and the identity of the laboratory 

personnel receiving the evidence. 

9. Expert Testimony: 

• The chain of custody documentation may be presented as evidence in court. The 

individual who had custody of the evidence at each stage may be required to provide 

testimony to establish the chain of custody and ensure its admissibility. 

10. Documentation of Disposition: 

• At the conclusion of the case, the final disposition of the evidence should be 

documented. This includes recording whether the evidence was returned to the 

owner, destroyed, retained for future use, or transferred to another facility. The 

documentation should include details of the disposition and the individuals involved 

in the process. 

By following these key steps and maintaining detailed documentation at each stage, the chain of 

custody of evidence can be effectively preserved. This ensures the authenticity, integrity, and 

admissibility of the evidence, providing a solid foundation for the legal proceedings. 

 


