
Introduction to the Crime Scene and Processing Procedures 

Crime scene investigation is a crucial aspect of forensic science and plays a vital role in collecting and 

preserving evidence. This lecture note provides an overview of the crime scene, types of crime 

scenes, the evaluation and processing of crime scenes, and the importance of securing the scene of 

the crime. 

I. The Crime Scene: A. Definition: 

• A crime scene refers to the physical location where a crime has occurred or where evidence 

related to a crime is present. 

B. Importance: 

• The crime scene serves as the primary source of evidence and information about the crime. 

• It provides crucial insights into the events that transpired, the individuals involved, and the 

modus operandi of the offender. 

• Thorough investigation and processing of the crime scene are essential for the successful 

resolution of criminal cases. 

II. Types of Crime Scenes: A. Indoor Crime Scenes: 

• Crimes that occur inside buildings, residences, or enclosed spaces fall under this category. 

• Examples include homicides, burglaries, sexual assaults, and robberies within a building. 

B. Outdoor Crime Scenes: 

• Crimes that occur in open spaces or public areas are classified as outdoor crime scenes. 

• Examples include assaults, drug-related crimes, hit-and-run accidents, and street robberies. 

C. Vehicle Crime Scenes: 

• Crimes that involve vehicles as the primary location or as a means of transportation fall 

under this category. 

• Examples include car accidents, vehicle thefts, drug smuggling, and kidnappings involving 

vehicles. 

D. Specific Crime Scenes: 

• Certain types of crimes may have specific crime scene classifications, such as arson scenes, 

bomb scenes, or computer crime scenes. 

III. Evaluation and Processing of Crime Scenes: A. Initial Assessment: 

• Upon arrival at the crime scene, the first responders assess the situation for safety, potential 

threats, and injured parties. 

• They secure the area, provide medical assistance if needed, and call for additional support if 

required. 

B. Crime Scene Documentation: 

1. Photography: 



• Photographs of the overall crime scene, specific areas, and individual pieces of 

evidence are taken. 

• Close-up and wide-angle shots capture the context, location, and relationship 

between different elements. 

2. Sketching: 

• A detailed sketch or diagram of the crime scene is created, including measurements, 

objects, and their positions. 

• The sketch serves as a visual representation and aids in subsequent analysis and 

reconstruction. 

3. Note-Taking: 

• Investigators document their observations, actions, and interactions at the crime 

scene. 

• Detailed notes regarding the condition of evidence, potential witnesses, and other 

pertinent information are recorded. 

C. Evidence Collection: 

• Evidence collection involves identifying, documenting, and collecting relevant physical 

evidence. 

• Each piece of evidence is carefully marked, packaged, and labeled to maintain its integrity 

and chain of custody. 

D. Forensic Techniques: 

• Forensic experts may employ various scientific techniques, including fingerprinting, DNA 

analysis, ballistic examination, and trace evidence analysis. 

• These techniques aid in the identification, comparison, and analysis of evidence to establish 

links between the crime and individuals involved. 

IV. Securing the Scene of Crime: A. Importance: 

• Securing the crime scene is crucial to preserve the integrity of evidence and prevent 

contamination or loss. 

• It ensures the safety of investigators, prevents unauthorized access, and maintains the 

admissibility of evidence in court. 

B. Actions Taken: 

1. Boundary Establishment: 

• Physical barriers, tape, or ropes are used to define the perimeter of the crime scene. 

• Only authorized personnel are allowed inside the secured area. 

2. Scene Protection: 

• Measures are taken to protect the crime scene from environmental factors, weather 

conditions, and accidental damage. 



• Measures may include covering evidence, using protective equipment, or providing 

temporary shelter for outdoor scenes. 

3. Access Control: 

• The entry and exit points of the crime scene are monitored to ensure only 

authorized personnel are allowed access. 

• A log of individuals entering and leaving the scene is maintained. 

4. Preservation of Evidence: 

• Steps are taken to prevent contamination, disturbance, or alteration of the crime 

scene and its evidence. 

• Special precautions, such as wearing gloves, using sterilized tools, and avoiding 

unnecessary contact, are implemented. 

 


