
ROLE OF THE FIRST ARRIVING OFFICER 

 

The role of the first arriving officer at a crime scene is critical in initiating the initial response and 

establishing the foundation for the investigation. As the first responder, the officer's actions and 

decisions can significantly impact the preservation of evidence, the safety of individuals involved, 

and the overall integrity of the crime scene. Here are the key responsibilities and actions of the first 

arriving officer: 

1. Ensuring Personal Safety: 

• The safety of the first arriving officer and others at the scene is of utmost 

importance. The officer must assess the situation and take appropriate measures to 

ensure personal safety, such as assessing potential threats, securing the scene, and 

calling for backup if necessary. 

2. Providing Medical Assistance: 

• If there are injured parties at the crime scene, the first arriving officer should assess 

the severity of injuries and promptly request medical assistance, if needed. 

Administering first aid or CPR may be required to stabilize the injured individuals 

until professional help arrives. 

3. Assessing the Scene: 

• The officer must evaluate the entire crime scene and gather initial information. This 

includes noting the overall condition of the scene, identifying potential hazards or 

dangers, and observing any immediate signs of criminal activity or violence. 

4. Securing the Scene: 

• One of the primary responsibilities of the first arriving officer is to secure the crime 

scene to preserve its integrity and prevent contamination or tampering. This involves 

establishing a perimeter, restricting access to authorized personnel only, and 

maintaining control over individuals present at the scene. 

5. Calling for Additional Resources: 

• Based on the initial assessment, the officer should request additional resources as 

necessary. This may include calling for backup officers, forensic specialists, 

detectives, or specialized units such as the crime scene investigation team or the 

medical examiner's office. 

6. Contacting Supervisors and Investigators: 

• The first arriving officer should inform their supervisor or the appropriate 

investigative unit about the situation and provide them with essential details. This 

ensures that higher-ranking officers and investigators are aware of the incident and 

can provide necessary guidance and support. 

7. Documenting Observations: 

• Detailed documentation is crucial for accurately recording the initial observations at 

the crime scene. The officer should take comprehensive notes, describing the scene, 



noting the condition of victims or suspects, and any visible evidence or potential 

leads. 

8. Interviewing Witnesses and Gathering Information: 

• If there are witnesses present, the officer should conduct preliminary interviews to 

gather information about the incident. Recording witness statements, contact 

information, and any other relevant details will assist in the subsequent 

investigation. 

9. Assisting in Identifying and Preserving Evidence: 

• The first arriving officer should identify and protect potential evidence at the crime 

scene. This includes avoiding unnecessary contact with evidence, minimizing 

disturbances, and recognizing items that may be of forensic importance. 

10. Coordinating with Other Responding Agencies: 

• Depending on the nature of the crime, the first arriving officer may need to 

coordinate with other responding agencies such as fire departments, emergency 

medical services, or specialized units like bomb squads or hazardous material teams. 

The role of the first arriving officer is crucial in establishing the initial response to a crime scene. 

Their actions, assessments, and documentation set the stage for the subsequent investigation, 

ensuring the safety of individuals involved and preserving the integrity of the crime scene for a 

thorough and effective investigation. 

 


