
SEARCHING TECHNIQUES 

Crime scene investigation involves systematic and thorough searching of the scene to locate and 

collect evidence. Different searching techniques are employed to ensure that no crucial evidence is 

overlooked or missed. Here are some commonly used searching techniques in crime scene 

investigation: 

1. Grid Search: 

• In the grid search method, the crime scene is divided into a grid pattern, and each 

section is systematically searched. 

• Investigators search one section at a time, moving from one side of the grid to the 

other in a structured manner. 

• This method ensures comprehensive coverage of the entire crime scene, reducing 

the chances of missing evidence. 

2. Spiral Search: 

• The spiral search technique involves starting at the center of the crime scene and 

moving outward in a spiral pattern. 

• Investigators carefully examine each section, expanding the search area with each 

spiral rotation. 

• This method is useful for searching larger crime scenes and ensures that every area 

is systematically covered. 

3. Strip or Line Search: 

• A strip search involves dividing the crime scene into parallel strips or lines, and 

investigators search each strip methodically. 

• They move in a straight line from one end of the scene to the other, examining both 

sides of the strip. 

• This technique is particularly useful when searching open outdoor areas or large 

rooms. 

4. Quadrant or Zone Search: 

• The quadrant search method divides the crime scene into smaller sections or zones, 

and each zone is searched individually. 

• Investigators focus on one zone at a time, thoroughly examining the area before 

moving on to the next. 

• This technique is suitable for complex crime scenes or scenes with multiple areas of 

interest. 

5. Spiral Outward or Inward Search: 

• In the spiral outward search, investigators start at a specific point of interest and 

move in a circular pattern, expanding the search area. 



• This technique is useful when there is a specific area of focus or when evidence is 

likely to be located in a particular direction. 

• The spiral inward search is the reverse, starting at the perimeter of the scene and 

moving inward towards the center. 

6. Link Search: 

• Link search involves connecting significant areas or objects within the crime scene. 

• Investigators search for connections, such as footprints, bloodstains, or tool marks, 

to establish the sequence of events or identify potential routes taken by the suspect. 

• This technique helps create a cohesive narrative of the crime and aids in the 

identification of relevant evidence. 

7. Visual Search: 

• A visual search is conducted by carefully observing the entire crime scene without 

physically moving or disturbing objects. 

• Investigators use proper lighting, magnification tools, and their expertise to identify 

potential evidence or points of interest. 

• This technique is particularly useful for identifying small or subtle evidence, such as 

fingerprints or trace materials. 

 


