
Concept of Quantity and Concentration 

Quantity and concentration are two related but distinct concepts in chemistry. 

Quantity: Quantity refers to the amount or number of a substance present. In chemistry, the 

quantity of a substance is typically measured in moles. A mole is a unit that represents a specific 

number of particles, such as atoms, molecules, or ions. This number is known as Avogadro's 

number, approximately 6.022 × 10^23. The quantity of a substance can be expressed in terms of 

moles, grams, or any other appropriate unit. 

For example, if you have 2 moles of water (H2O), it means you have a specific number of water 

molecules equal to 2 times Avogadro's number. 

Concentration: Concentration refers to the amount of a substance dissolved in a given volume of 

a solution. It describes how much solute is present in a solvent. Concentration is commonly 

expressed in terms of molarity (moles of solute per liter of solvent) or other appropriate units, such 

as mass/volume or percent by mass/volume. 

For example, if you dissolve 0.5 moles of sodium chloride (NaCl) in 1 liter of water, the 

concentration of the NaCl solution would be 0.5 M (molarity). This means that there are 0.5 moles 

of NaCl dissolved in every liter of the solution. 

Concentration is a measure of the strength or density of a solution. It provides information about 

how much solute is present in a given volume of solvent and is crucial for various chemical 

calculations, such as preparing solutions of desired concentrations, determining reaction rates, and 

understanding the behavior of solutes in a solution. 

In summary, quantity refers to the amount or number of particles, usually measured in moles, while 

concentration describes the amount of a substance dissolved in a given volume of a solution, 

typically measured in molarity or other appropriate units. 

Percentage: Percentage concentration is a way to express the concentration of a solute in a 

solution as a percentage. It represents the proportion of the solute relative to the total solution. 

Percentage concentration can be expressed in different ways, depending on the context and the 

units used. Here are two common ways to express percentage concentration: 



Percent by Mass (w/v): This is the most common form of percentage concentration. It is 

calculated by dividing the mass of the solute by the volume of the solution and then multiplying 

by 100. 

Percent by Mass (w/v) = (Mass of Solute / Volume of Solution) x 100 

For example, if you dissolve 10 grams of salt (NaCl) in 200 mL of water, the percent by mass 

concentration would be: (10 g / 200 mL) x 100 = 5% w/v 

This means that the solution contains 5 grams of salt per 100 mL of solution. 

Percent by Volume (v/v): This form of percentage concentration is used when both the solute and 

the solvent are liquids. It is calculated by dividing the volume of the solute by the volume of the 

solution and then multiplying by 100. 

Percent by Volume (v/v) = (Volume of Solute / Volume of Solution) x 100 

For example, if you mix 50 mL of ethanol with 150 mL of water, the percent by-volume 

concentration of ethanol would be: (50 mL / 200 mL) x 100 = 25% v/v 

This means that the solution contains 25 mL of ethanol per 100 mL of solution. 

Ratio: In the context of concentration, a ratio is a comparison between two quantities that 

expresses their relationship. To calculate the amounts of each component in a mixture when they 

are combined in a given ratio, you need to know the total quantity of the mixture and the ratio in 

which the components are combined. Here's a step-by-step process: 

Determine the total quantity: Start by determining the total quantity of the mixture. This could be 

given to you or can be defined based on your requirements. Let's say the total quantity is denoted 

as "T." 

Understand the ratio: Identify the ratio in which the components are combined. For example, if the 

ratio is given as 2:3:5, it means there are three components, and for every 2 parts of the first 

component, there are 3 parts of the second component and 5 parts of the third component. 

Calculate the ratio's sum: Add up the individual parts of the ratio to determine the total number of 

parts. In the given example of 2:3:5, the sum of the parts is 2 + 3 + 5 = 10. 



Determine the amount of each component: To calculate the amount of each component, follow 

these steps for each component: 

a. Calculate the fraction: Divide the individual part of the ratio by the total number of parts. This 

will give you the fraction representing the proportion of that component in the mixture. 

b. Multiply the fraction by the total quantity: Multiply the fraction obtained in step 4a by the total 

quantity (T) to find the amount of each component. 

Let's illustrate this with an example: 

Suppose you have a mixture with a total quantity of 500 grams, and the components are combined 

in a ratio of 2:3:5. 

Total quantity: T = 500 grams, Ratio: 2:3:5; Ratio's sum: 2 + 3 + 5 = 10 

Calculate the amount of each component:  a. Component 1: (2 / 10) * 500 = 100 grams 

b. Component 2: (3 / 10) * 500 = 150 grams 

c. Component 3: (5 / 10) * 500 = 250 grams 

 

Therefore, in the given mixture, the amounts of the components would be 100 grams of Component 

1, 150 grams of Component 2, and 250 grams of Component 3. 

Molarity: Molarity, symbolized as M, is a unit of concentration commonly used in chemistry. It 

measures the amount of a solute (substance being dissolved) in a given volume of a solvent 

(substance doing the dissolving). Molarity is defined as the number of moles of solute per liter of 

solvent. 

The formula to calculate molarity (M) = Moles of Solute / Volume of Solvent (in liters) 

Molarity is expressed in moles per liter (mol/L or M). It represents the number of moles of solute 

dissolved in one liter of solvent. The term "moles of solute" refers to the amount of the substance 

being dissolved, while "volume of solvent" refers to the amount of the liquid in which the solute 

is dissolved. 



For example, if you dissolve 0.1 moles of a solute in 1 liter of solvent, the molarity would be 0.1 

M. This means that there are 0.1 moles of the solute in every liter of the solution. 

Normality: Normality is a measure of concentration used in chemistry that expresses the number 

of equivalents of a solute per liter of solution. It is denoted by the symbol N. 

The formula to calculate normality is: N = (Number of Equivalents of Solute) / Volume of Solution 

(in liters). 

pH adjustments: When preparing a buffer solution, pH adjustments are necessary to ensure that 

the solution maintains a specific and stable pH value. pH adjustments involve manipulating the 

concentration of acidic or basic components in the buffer to achieve the desired pH. The following 

concepts are important to understand in the process of pH adjustments during the preparation of a 

buffer: 

Henderson-Hasselbalch equation: The Henderson-Hasselbalch equation is a fundamental equation 

used to relate the pH of a buffer solution to the pKa (acid dissociation constant) of its acidic 

component and the ratio of the concentrations of the acidic and basic components. The equation 

is: pH = pKa + log([A-]/[HA]) 

Where pH is the desired pH, pKa is the negative logarithm of the acid dissociation constant, [A-] 

is the concentration of the conjugate base, and [HA] is the concentration of the acid. The 

Henderson-Hasselbalch equation helps in determining the required ratio of the acidic and basic 

components to achieve the desired pH. 

Acidic and basic components: A buffer solution consists of an acidic component (such as a weak 

acid) and its conjugate base (the salt of the acid or a weak base). The acid and base should have a 

pKa value close to the desired pH for the buffer. The choice of the specific acid and base depends 

on factors such as their pKa values, solubility, compatibility with the experimental system, and 

availability. 

pH adjustment with an acid or a base: To adjust the pH of a buffer, an acid or base is added in an 

appropriate quantity to change the concentration of the acidic or basic component of the buffer. If 

the pH needs to be lowered, an acid (usually a strong acid) is added to increase the concentration 

of the acidic component, shifting the equilibrium towards the acidic form. If the pH needs to be 



increased, a base (usually a strong base) is added to increase the concentration of the basic 

component, shifting the equilibrium towards the basic form. 

Titration or pH meter: pH adjustments can be performed using either a titration method or a pH 

meter. In titration, a strong acid or base is incrementally added to the buffer solution until the 

desired pH is reached. A pH meter measures the pH of the solution in real-time, allowing for more 

precise adjustments by gradually adding acid or base and monitoring the pH until the desired value 

is attained. 

Iterative process: Adjusting the pH of a buffer solution is often an iterative process. After making 

an initial adjustment, the pH is measured, and further additions of acid or base are made as needed 

to fine-tune the pH to the desired value. 

By understanding these concepts, you can effectively adjust the pH during the preparation of a 

buffer solution to create a stable environment for various chemical and biological processes. 


